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THE WALLACE COLLECTION PARTNERS WITH OLYMPIA 
AUCTIONS FOR FUNDRAISING INITIATIVE 

The Wallace Collection and Olympia Auctions are delighted to announce a new partnership 
for a fundraising initiative to support the museum and its on-going research. 

The Wallace Collection has been carrying out research into their collection of arms and 
armour from India, Iran, and the Ottoman Empire, which is among the finest in the world. 
Included in the collection is a bejewelled dagger thought to be a personal possession of 
Shah Jahan, the Mughal Emperor who built the Taj Mahal. Unlike their internationally 
renowned collection of European arms and armour, these pieces have been little studied; 
the only existing catalogue for this area of expertise was published in 1914. 

Olympia Auctions are inviting consignments to benefit the Wallace Collection and its 
research project, which will in turn inform the ground floor displays at Hertford House. 
The auctions will take place in the spring and early summer 2021: 

• British and Continental Pictures and Prints on 28th April 
• European and Asian Works of Art on 26th May 
• Arms, Armour and Militaria on 30th June 2021 

The vendor’s commission will be reduced from 15% to 10%, and half of this will be given to 
the collection. Sellers will be encouraged to match this donation and hopefully exceed it. All 
catalogue entries will highlight the charitable status of the lots, stating the benefactor where 
requested. As donors, sellers will be eligible for benefits in line with existing Wallace 
Collection Benefactors, on a pro rata basis. There are also potential tax benefits for 
donations. 

Dr Xavier Bray, Director of the Wallace Collection, said: 
“This is a hugely exciting opportunity, which will support a project at the Wallace Collection 
which is truly unique in its scope and scholarly ambition – a project which allows the 
Collection to reveal for the first time the true quality, range and significance of a largely 
unknown, but exceptionally fine group of arms and armour. We are thrilled to be partnering 
with Olympia Auctions for this endeavour, and greatly appreciate their support. We very 
much hope you will consider participating.” 

Thomas Del Mar, Director of Olympia Auctions, said: 
“It is a great pleasure to be assisting the Wallace Collection in this venture which will clearly 
benefit all participants. At this very early stage, we have already received a number of 
remarkable consignments including an Elizabethan silver-encrusted sword rapier, a fine 
cased pair of flintlock duelling pistols by Joseph Manton, a portrait of a young man, circle of 
Godfrey Kneller, and a collection of Asian Armour. This is the first of a number of such 
collaborations and we are delighted at the very positive early response.” 
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Notes to Editors 
For further press information for the Wallace Collection, please contact Kathryn Havelock or 
Billy Ward on press@wallacecollection.org / 07483 310811 

For further press information for Olympia Auctions, please contact Antonia Grace on 
press@olympiaauctions.com / 020 7806 5541 / 07748 103440 

To consign items and for further details about the auctions please 
contact fundraising@olympiaauctions.com 

For public information, please print 020 7560 9500 or wallacecollection.org 
The Wallace Collection, Hertford House, Manchester Square, London, W1U 3BN 

Images 
A selection of images can be downloaded from here: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tOKoxJi3deL8pw8fcxIysW5s38wqqXOG? 

Social Media 
Instagram: @wallacemuseum 
Facebook: @wallacecollection 
Twitter: @WallaceMuseum 
YouTube: TheWallacecollection 

About the Wallace Collection 
As one of Britain’s preeminent cultural institutions, the Wallace Collection is home to one of 
the most significant ensembles of fine and decorative arts in the world. Highlights include oil 
paintings from the fourteenth to the late nineteenth centuries by artists such as Titian, 
Velazquez, Rubens and Van Dyck; princely arms and armour; and one of the finest 
collections of eighteenth-century French paintings and decorative arts. Visitors can also 
enjoy superb medieval and Renaissance objects, including Limoges enamel, maiolica, glass 
and bronzes. Displayed at Hertford House, former home to Sir Richard and Lady Wallace, 
this outstanding collection is displayed in a manner designed to evoke the lives and tastes of 
its founders, creating a special ambiance that remains an essential part of its charm. 
www.wallacecollection.org 

About Olympia Auctions 
Olympia Auctions, formerly known as 25 Blythe Road, was founded in 2007. Conveniently 
located at London's Kensington Olympia, the auction house has sold more than thirty 
thousand lots over the last decade. Over twenty specialists and consultants enable the 
company to offer the highest possible level of service to clients. Curators, collectors and 
dealers from around the world buy from the various fields of expertise. Fundraising events, 
including lectures and other events are regularly held during the year. Auctions are live, 

www.wallacecollection.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1tOKoxJi3deL8pw8fcxIysW5s38wqqXOG
https://wallacecollection.org
mailto:fundraising@olympiaauctions.com
mailto:press@olympiaauctions.com
mailto:press@wallacecollection.org
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with online bidding available for free via Olympia Live at olympiaauctions.com and bidding is 
also available, with charges, via the-saleroom.com and invaluable.com. 

https://invaluable.com
https://the-saleroom.com
https://olympiaauctions.com

